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Synopsis

Are you a high school student? Parent? Congratulations! You are creating the future of your life and
the life of this country. Sadly, in both the school systems and popular culture Philosophy and
philosophical thinking are almost totally neglecteda "and sometimes even scorned. To those of us
who think outside the box, this is a problem. Whether you want to supplement your education with a
new topic, pursue an existing interest in philosophy, or are just curious, this book will give you
something unique and valuable.Author Thomas Swanson paints a contrary picture of what
philosophy and philosophical thinking really is in this uncommon book sharing how he believes the
quest of philosophy really started; in wondera "in the hearts of curious men and women in awe of a
wonderful world.In this book you will:a ¢ Learn what philosophy really is, beneath the connotations
and negative senses it often has in our cultureé ¢ Begin to develop your personal skill of
philosophical thinkinga ¢ Enjoy an engaging first pass at the history of classical philosophya ¢ In
short, you will learn to wonder from the greatest wonderers in the history of mankindThe book starts
off with a surprising description of the philosophical spirit, one that is inspired by wonder. Then we
follow five main early Greek philosophers, including Plato and Aristotle, learning from them as they
together tackle an ancient philosophical question. Finally, the strategies of philosophical thinking are
tied together in a charming conversation between a New York taxi driver and a professor of
philosophy, who you’ll see become a philosopher before your very eyes! This is an introduction to

philosophy and philosophical thinking like no other. Enjoy!
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Customer Reviews

Most people have learned at some time in their lives that "philosophy" means "love of wisdom." Yet,
we don’t often associate the "love of wisdom" with normal folks. When we think of "love of wisdom,"
we might think of an old sage with a long beard sitting in an obscure shrine, probably cross-legged,
achieving enlightenment...or we might think of a bespectacled gentleman puffing his pipe and
pondering imponderables in his book-filled study. While such characters are interesting, they aren’t
representative of most of us. In this fresh primer on philosophy, Thomas Swanson shows us that
such images of the philosophical life are narrow at best. The seeds of the philosophical spirit are in
all of us because everyone wonders. Swanson nurtures the seed of wonder, showing us what it is
aimed at, giving us a glimpse of how it grew into the mighty oak of ancient Greek philosophy, and
laying out a path we might follow to nourish the seed of philosophy to grow in our own souls. | highly
recommend this book for anyone who wants to learn about what philosophy really is and who wants

to grow into a lover of wisdom.

This book does a great job of explaining the worldview of ancient philosophers in an easy way and
shows us how far our 3G, iPad culture is from these writers. It has made me think much differently

about everyday things in my regular life and consider what it means to contemplate "normal” things.

The author reviews philosophical thinking in a readily accessible manner that adds both context and

fun to the process. | certainly learned something from this work and enjoyed doing so.

Thomas Swanson is like a voice crying out in the desert, calling us out of our intellectual slumber
and back into wonder where true philosophy is born. Wonder is a Verb brings us back to our child
like awe of the world to recapture the delight of inquiry. As an aside, | think that every high school
administrator needs to read this book and capture a vision for bringing wonder back into the
classroom. The fact that the subject of philosophy isn’'t taught in secondary schools in the US
speaks speaks volumes to the reality of a systematic devaluing of intellectual curiosity in favor of a

pragmatic "education."



Knowing more about the great philosophers was on my "to-do-SOMETIME" list. This book made
what | thought was going to be an arduous task approachable and though not easy, certainly

doable. Thanks, Mr. Swanson.

The thing | love about this book is it makes difficult concepts easy to understand. Better yet, the
chapters are short and sweet. | am a pretty busy guy, but | also like to think deep. | don’t always

have time to read long treatises on philosophy. This is why | strongly recommend this book.

| liked this book very much. | would recommend it to people who would like to "round out" their
education, but don’t know where to start. | would also suggest it to someone who is already
interested in philosophical topics, but cannot always explain to others why such thinking is helpful,
and not an impractical use of time.This book will help both types of readers see that a life of wonder

is practically helpful, but also its own reward.

In this work, Swanson does an excellent job of parsing down this monumental subject to distill not
merely what philosophy is, but why it should be pursued. Readers who have never philosophized
before will find that, unexpectedly, they have and will be encouraged do so more and to greater
ends. Yet even the seasoned thinker will find refreshment to see the joy of wonder and its power

anew. Highly recommended.

Download to continue reading...

Classical Philosophy For High School Students: An Introduction, History, And Philosophical
Thinking Primer Thinking with Type: A Primer for Designers: A Critical Guide for Designers, Writers,
Editors, & Students Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom (Suny Series
in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) Catholic High School Entrance Exams w/CD-ROM 2nd
Ed. (Catholic High School Entrance Test Prep) Potential: The High School Comic Chronicles of Ariel
Schrag (High School Chronicles of Ariel Schrag) Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and
Contemporary Readings An Introduction to the Philosophy of Art (Cambridge Introductions to
Philosophy) Philosophy 101: From Plato and Socrates to Ethics and Metaphysics, an Essential
Primer on the History of Thought (Adams 101) Wayside School Boxed Set: Wayside School Gets a
Little Stranger, Wayside School is Falling Down, Sideway Stories from Wayside School An
Introduction to Philosophical Analysis (4th Edition) Gardening For Entrepreneurs: Gardening
Techniques For High Yield, High Profit Crops (Farming For Profit, Gardening For Profit, High Yield

Gardening) WP205 - Bastien Piano Basics - Theory - Primer Level (Primer Level/Bastien Piano


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/Med63/classical-philosophy-for-high-school-students-an-introduction-history-and-philosophical-thinking-primer.pdf?r=TU6fIJ6sgKo7NGyiZzCHAgPWd9AcguBuux9yWbEE47mNQ8H66ahQ63mzXdYZglUR

Basics Wp205) UNIX System Management Primer Plus (Primer Plus (Sams)) Primer Nivel: Aprende
SaxofA n Alto Facilmente (Level One: Alto Saxophone) (Primer Nivel) WP210 - Bastien Piano
Basics - Performance - Primer Level (Primer Level/Bastien Piano Basics Wp210) Thinking in
Systems: A Primer Thinking in Systems: A Primer (Chinese Edition) Breakthrough Thinking: A
Guide to Creative Thinking and ldea Generation Thinker's Guide to Analytic Thinking: How to Take
Thinking Apart and What to Look for When You Do Curriculum and Aims, Fifth Edition (Thinking
about Education) (Thinking About Education Series)

Dmeca


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

